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What’s In A Name 


I’ve studied Modern Maturity 
And it don’t take no sage 

To see that it’s another name 
For what was once old age. 


A Useful Bit Of 
Information 


Some men have never found at all, 
While others discovered too late, 
That a bad woman who likes to love 
Beats a good one that loves to hate. 


Forever Is Negotiable 


If he says that he'll love you forever, 
You should ask his conception of time. 
Forever to some men may be six months, 
While others might stretch it to nine. 
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The Devil Should Know 
Better 


The devil is busily chasing my wife. 
To hell he’s intending to fetch her. 
But he will be in a hell of a mess 

If he ever does manage to catch her. 


Tell It Like It Is 


Some men’s wives don’t understand them, 
Or that’s the tale they like to tell. 

But me, I’ve got a different problem. 

Mine understands me all too well. 


Somewhere Someday 


Beyond the things I see and know, 
Beyond the dreams I dream, 
There has to be another life 
Where the women ain’t so mean. 
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A Wise Woman 


I asked myself many questions 
Concerning the meaning of life, 
But I never got any answers 
Until I consulted my wife. 


She Asked For A 
Transfer Next Day 


When Ida Jane arrived in heaven 
She was terribly disappointed. 

For everything was peaceful there, 
And peace wasn’t what she wanted. 


A Foaming Shame 


She has a truly handsome figure 
And he loved her flesh and bones 
*Til he learned to his surprise 
That her lovely shape was foam. 
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The Crimson Party Dress 


Slit down the front and up the side 

It showed a lot of silken hide. 

The preacher said it was a sin 

But he looked once, then looked again. 


Arson 


When I poured oil on troubled waters 
In an attempt to soothe her ire, 

She struck a match before I finished 
And set the whole damn mess on fire. 


An Intriguing Question 


I have but little dread of dying 

And I plan to do it well. 

Having weathered war and wedlock 
Why should I fear hell? 
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Silencer 


He really was a lion of a man. 
His roars could shake a house. 
But when his tiny wife was near, 
He grew as quiet as a mouse. 


Loud And Proud 


It makes a man feel mighty good 
When his woman wants him near her. 
Mine only wants me close enough 

To her that I can hear her. 


Suspended Sentence 


My wife said, “Mow the lawn today.” 
She burned it on my brain. 

But once more God was merciful 

In sending down the rain. 
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The Housekeeper 


John Brown married a lazy woman 
Who showed no skills at being a spouse. 
He learned when he divorced her 

That she knew how to keep a house. 


Redneck Facts Of Life 


Three things afford no satisfaction 

To a man as he goes through life— 

A woke-up woman, warmed-over cornbread 
And a damned dull pocketknife. 


To Each His Own 


Doctor Norman Vincent Peale believes 
In the power of positive thinking, 

But a skunk relies a little bit more 

On the power of negative stinking. 
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Why Us Rednecks Grin 
A Lot 


I’ve never drunk any French champagne, 
That stuff is expensive I hear, 

But I’ve had my share of hangover headaches 
From drinking corn whiskey and beer. 


I’ve never been to Paris or Rome 

But I’ve been a long way from here, 
For you can be anyplace that you want 
When drinking corn whiskey and beer. 


I’ve never had much money to spend 
And Ill have even less I fear, 

But I’ve been as rich as any man has 
By drinking corn whiskey and beer. 


I’ve seldom had me a woman to love 

To hold me and call me her dear, 

But I have dreamed of some wonderful girls 
While drinking corn whiskey and beer. 


So a man can be rich without money 
And loved when no woman is near, 

As well as go anywhere in the world 
On the wings of corn whiskey and beer. 


17 


Roy Manning 


Proud And Loud 


Women of virtue are wonderful people 
And Ill be the first to admit it, 

But most of them feel it’s their duty 
To not let their husbands forget it. 


Time To Switch Ends 


I followed a mule a million miles 
In days now long gone by. 

If there is a mule in my future 

I want to look him in the eye. 
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I, Too, Have Rights 


I grew up thinking girls were fragile 
To be protected, hugged and kissed, 
But when they got liberated 

I became a chauvinist. 


I once endured mean-mouthed women 
Shouting insults in my face, 

And I’ve even walked away 

To let them have some extra space. 


But now when women want to rumble 
I just stand my ground and fight, 
And I’ve won some nasty battles 

With my not so civil right. 
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I Don’t Know Them 


There's really nothing I can do 

About Whatsisname and Youknowho. 
Both are good friends of my wife. 

She has known them all her life. 


Good old Youknowhatimean 
Often comes upon the scene 
Another who goes over big 

Is little Mister Thingamajig. 


A friend whose name’s Someoneorother 
Is well known to my children’s mother 
Old Whangadoodle sometimes calls 

I do believe she knows them all. 


Another mystery in our home 

Is who that was upon the phone. 
I learned at last, no simple job, 
That it was only Thingumbob. 


I think the whole kit and kaboodle 
Were sent by old man Thingadoodle 
Who once was called a Doodlebug 
The day he came to clean a rug. 


Whatchacallit, good old friend, 
Drops in ever now and then. 
Whosit, late once rang our bell, 

’*T was I who called him Whoinhell. 
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A Liberated Woman 
And The Lord 


When a liberated woman 

Gets religion on her mind, 

Her husband should go A.W.O.L. 
To a place that she can’t find. 


She will bash him with the Bible 
Quoting scripture day and night 

And expound the Ten Commandments 
Til her victim sees the light. 


She will point out his transgressions, 
Every single little sin, 

Then she'll raise her eyes to heaven 
And say, “Thank you, Lord, Amen.” 


She'll become a bride of Jesus 
And abstain from having sex, 
Which can cause a man to wonder 
What in hell she’ll think of next. 
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The Name Of The Game 


I’ve written a lot of pootery 
Which was a waste of ink, 
For pootery has been defined 
As poetry that stinks. 


Games People Play 


When we were young, we played at love. 
In passion we would dabble. 

Now we're old, our blood is cold 

And all we play is Scrabble. 


The Man Who Married 
Orphans 

The happiest Mormon in Utah 

Is Mister Frederick Dawes. 


He has eleven lovely wives 
But he has no mother-in-laws. 
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Truth Is A Formal Matter 


When a wife demands the truth, 
She'll settle for nothing less. 

Nor does she want the naked truth. 
It has to be properly dressed. 


Mixed Reactions 


When an old wino 

Got full of gin, 

He hugged all the women 
And kissed all the men. 
Some called him lover 

And some called him friend, 
But some told him never 
To do that again. 
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Elementary 


There is a thing that I found out. 
It happened quite by chance. 
Too damned much togetherness 
Can ruin a fine romance. 


Pragmatic Politics 


Run Bakker and Swaggart for president 
And whichever one we get 

Will raise enough money in ninety days 
To pay off the national debt. 


A Holey Love 


Miss Dunkin Donut fell in love 
And her passion was so extreme 
That she disobeyed her parents 
And eloped with a Krispy Kreme. 


24 


Redneck Rhymer Strikes 


Low Profile 


I have no desire to be famous and rich 
And have people call me a sonofabitch. 
For if a man’s poor and devoid of fame, 
Nobody bothers to call him bad names. 


Looking Ahead 


Nobody wants an old man around 
Unless he’s mild mannered and meek. 
So I suppose in a year or so 

Ill really be up the creek. 


I may be alone with aching old bones 
And bunions and corns on my feet, 

But I'll be damned if I’ve made any plans 
To pretend that I’m gentle and sweet. 
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Insight Perhaps 


The dimming of eyesight 
Is a mystery to me 

For the blinder I get 
The more clearly I see. 


Paleface Rain Dance 


In times of drought and desperation 
When there’s no rain near or far, 
You may provoke precipitation 

If you’ll wash and wax your car. 


A Reason For My Rhymes 


Some label me a cynic 

Because I write sarcastic rhymes 
But I don’t trust no 8.0.B. 
That’s smiling all the time. 
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Lies That Are Easy 
To Believe 


When a woman tells a man 
He’s handsome when he’s not, 
That’s an indication 

That her motor’s running hot. 


When a gentleman tells a lady 
That she’s pretty when she’s not, 
That’s an indication 

He wants something that she’s got. 


There’s a moral to this story 
Though it has but little plot. 
When folks are feeling horny 
Both sexes lie a lot. 
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The Tapes Of Wrath 


Old Joe bought a VCR 

And three X-rated tapes 
Because he had an urge to see 
Some naked female shapes. 


He quickly pushed a button 
And there upon the screen 
Lay a woman in the nude 
Inside a limousine. 


He focused his attention 

On all that lovely skin 

And he never noticed 

When his wife came barging in. 


He only knew she had arrived 
When he heard an awful crash 
And saw his brand-new VCR 
Reduced to worthless trash. 


Then she turned to face him 
And with a fearsome look 

She walked straight toward him 
And handed him a book. 


Joe sometimes reads the Bible 
That she placed in his hand 
And she tells her friends that he 
Is now a better man. 


She doesn’t know about the tapes 
That Joe keeps in his car, 

Or that he’s found a woman 

Who shares her VCR. 
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I Oughta Be Ashamed 
Of Myself 


Charlie Huggins must have eaten 
Five miles of chicken necks 

Since somebody told him 

They'd make him good at sex. 


He’s boiled ’em and he’s fried ’em 
And baked ’em once or twice. 
He’s eaten them with noodles 
And stewed ’em up with rice. 


He’s fricasseed and barbecued 
And eaten bones and all, 

Which caused a bit of trouble 
When he answered Nature’s call. 


But it ain’t helped his sex life, 
Just fattened up his hide. 

Pll be leaving town before 

He figures out I lied. 
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The Shaping Of A Soprano 


Ben Hedrick was a legend 

Among the women of the town. 
They would oh and ah and tremble 
Every time he came around. 


No one knew what his attraction 
But he had some sort of charm 
That inspired a lot of women 

To rush into his arms. 


Ben was bold and he was brazen 

A sort of chauvinistic kind, 

But there came a spunky school-marm 
Who straightened out his mind. 


Once he caught her in the schoolhouse 
After she’d dismissed her class, 

And he felt the time had come 

For him to make a forward pass. 


He grabbed her and he kissed her 
And started fumbling at her skirt, 
But she produced a little pistol 
And she shot him where it hurt. 


Now the bull of Bradford county 
Ain’t nothing but a steer 

Who sings in church each Sunday 
With a voice sweet and clear. 
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Was David A Dirty 
Old Man? 


King David had a virgin 
Delivered to his bed 

But they never got it on 
For he was too near dead. 


The story’s been repeated, 
In poems and in songs, 
About the King of Israel 
Who often did things wrong. 


He kept her there to please him 
Although he had no need 

For a young and fertile woman 
Because he had no seed. 


The moral of this story is, 
That be ye king or knave, 
You might as well forget it 
When one foot’s in the grave. 
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The Only Reasonable 
Explanation 


Tom Williams died at twenty nine 
For no apparent cause 

Since he obeyed the will of God 
And all of nature’s laws. 


He did aerobic exercise 

And ran five miles each day, 
For he was healthy as a horse 
And meant to stay that way. 


He had no taste for alcohol 
And he abstained from sex, 
Nor would he even watch a film 
If it was rated X. 


We sought a reason for his death 
And we believe it’s true 

Tom Williams died too early 

Of things he didn’t do. 
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And That’s No Bull 


The milk cows of America 
Are going out on strike 
To protest a practice 
Which all of them dislike. 


There ain’t gonna be no milk 
Across this mighty nation 
Until there is an end to 
Artificial insemination. 


Sex And The 
Senior Citizen 
Old men enjoy oral sex, 
They couldn’t love without it, 


Oral sex to them is that 
They still can talk about it. 
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It Just Ain’t So 


Think young, act young! 
I have been told 

That will prevent you 
From growing old. 


I’ve tested the theory 
And sadly I find, 

My body cannot 

Keep up with my mind. 


Lazy Lady 


That old gal must be a bird dog 
And she ain’t no real go-getter 
For she will only point herself 
At someplace to put her setter. 
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How I Got The Black Eye 


She had a lovely rear view 
Stuffed into her jeans. 

I never found out how it felt. 
That gal was tough and mean. 


Pretty But Practical 


I gave my love a nightgown 
Of fabric sheer and bright. 

It was see-through head to toe 
By dim, romantic light. 


At the hem a strip of mink 
Caused her great delight, 
Because it kept her neck warm 
On chilly winter nights. 
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No Win Situation 


Old Joe had a mistress 
Who brightened up his life 
Until she started acting 
Exactly like his wife. 


Honeybee 


She had a waspish disposition. 
Of tantrums she was a flinger. 
Somewhere on her pretty tail 
She must have had a stinger. 


Plain Or Selfrising 


The lady proved she could shake and bake 
For she bellydanced while she made a cake. 
But she found out at the end of an hour 
That she had a navel filled with flour. 
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A Pleasant Memory 


She held me gently in her arms. 
Her flesh was warm and soft. 

I didn’t shower all that week 
For fear I’d wash her off. 


Sour Grapes 


Old women don’t approve of sex. 
Mention it and they grow vexed. 
But I think they mostly hate 
Because they don’t participate. 


Confusing, Ain't It, Gals? 


A man will strive to marry an angel 
With a halo on her head, 

But he'll expect her to be a devil 
When he gets her into bed. 
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The Fickle Finger 
Strikes Again 


Amos Hudson killed himself, 
Just gave up on life, 

When his mistress menstruated 
At the same time as his wife. 


Down The Drain 


The way that Otto Kruger died 
Backs up my belief 

That he took some castor oil 
And got too much relief. 
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Diversions 


When an old man 
starts going to seed, 
the first thing 

he wants 

is the last thing 

he needs. 

His loved ones being 
aware of all that 
present him 

with teddy bears, 
puppies and cats. 


Rural Role Model 


I used to admire 
Grandma’s old rooster 
for he always 

fought to win. 

He whipped 

all his cousins, 

his uncles 

and brothers, 

and then made love 

to their hens. 
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Still Hopeful 


They say I’m too old to love women 
And I suppose that I am, 

But I haven’t forgotten the story 
Of Sarah and Abraham. 


Prudence Prevailed 


Long ago there was a nudist 
Whose name was Walstone Spivey 
Spivey now is wearing clothes 
Since he learned of poison ivy. 


40 


Redneck Rhymer Strikes 


North Carolina 
Leads Again 


Of all the fifty sovereign states 
In this whole USA 

When it comes to outdoor toilets 
Us Tarheels lead the way. 


We've got two hundred thousand 
Where people go to sit. 

Each one’s firmly perched above 
A sanitary pit. 


I’m rather proud to hear the news 
But it came as quite a shock 

That folks in all those other states 
Still go behind a rock. 
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Anticipation 


My white socks 
are all worn out, 
holes in both 

the toes and heels. 
Ain’t no gas 

left in my truck. 
Ain’t no tires 
upon it’s wheels. 


All my mason jars 
are empty, 

Ain’t no woman 
in my bed. 

Worse than that 
in my opinion, 

my old neck’s 

no longer red. 

I don’t think 

I’m gonna make it. 
Ain’t been feeling 
none too well. 
Hope I'll get 

my redneck back 
soon as I 

wake up in Hell. 
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A Good Deed Well Done 


Widow Jones took the preacher home 
To feed him Sunday dinner. 

Since the poor man’s wife had died, 
He kept getting thinner and thinner. 


She filled him full of collards 

And taters that she’s baked, 

Along with chicken, southern fried, 
And a chocolate layer cake. 


He helped her with the dishes, 
She washed ’em and he dried. 
And now and then she managed 
To touch his lonely hide. 


They sat down in the parlor 
Their vittles to digest, 

And Widow Jones discreetly 
Exposed a little breast. 


As soon as she was sure 

That she had the reverend’s eye, 
Her skirt was rearranged so he 
Could catch a glimpse of thigh. 


That night the preacher’s sermon 
Was on love and sweet salvation, 
And the Widow Jones was happy 
That she'd saved him from starvation. 
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It Just Ain't Fair 


It’s always been my fate to meet good women, 
The kind who turn their noses up at sin. 

It seems to me with any luck at all 

I might have found a bad one now and then. 


Environmental Impact 
Statement 


I now salute the New Year 
And my only resolution 
Is to eat no black-eyed peas 
To add to air pollution. 
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“Ata time when “real” boys weren't supposed to 
write poems, they sprang unbidden into young Roy 
Manning's mind. Today “real” men will find a whoop 
and a holler on every page of the poetry still written 
each day by a mature Roy —whose tongue is stuck in 
his cheek.” 

—Marie Robins 


“Roy Manning was rhyming redneck verses before 
rhyming redneck verses became cool. I salute him and 


declare him, certainly, my official Redneck Laureate!” 


—Shelby Stephenson 


SBN “O-S3ekLe—sE-b 


St. Andrews Press 
St. Andrews College 


9°780932"662569 


